"The  Keepers ! "  *— 

Text:  I  Samuel  2:12,  &  26, 

'  ow  the  sons  of  Eli  were  worthless  men;  they  knew  not  the  Lord.   And  the 
-  child  Samuel,  grew  on,  and  was  in  f^vor  both  with  the  Lord  and  also  with 
men." 

Our  text  for  this  morning  is  taken  from  the  reading  of  the  2nd  chapter 

of  I  oamuel,  the  12th  verse  and  the  2Sth  verse.   These  verses  tell  two 

entirely  different  stories.   I  prefer  the  King  James  Version  for/this 

particular  reading. 

(i-iead  the  verses) 

KBHIKHI  if  .■■■■=  S  -:kr^--;.:£HKXa}e£KSSaiHgXgt-,      ^SXMHiEIeKKo  ha^2':SHiia£SHl 

of 
aiExsHBXMSHtocfcHxxiisxEEXEiKx  Hannah  was   one  of  2  witfes  £MX  Elkanah.KMI 

Peninnah  the  other  wife  was  able  to  bear  children  and  she  even  taunted 

Hannah  because  of  her  sterility.   So  on  the  ascasx  yearly  occasion  when  they 

went  to  the  Temple  in  ohiloh  Hannah  went  into  the  Temple  and  prayed  to  Go  d 

that  she  would  be  blessed  and  have  children.   3he  promised  God  that  she 

would  dedicate  the  Son  she  was  praying  for  to  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

God  heard  her  prayer  and  granted  her  a  son.   She  named  this  oon  Samuel, 

which  means,  "Name  Of  God,"  or,  "Lis  Name  Is  God." 

So  she  took  the  boy  to  the  Temple  in  ohiloh  at  an  early  age  and  she  left 
him  there  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  priest  Eli.  Eli  was  a 
aod  nan,  but  alas  his  sons  were  not.  They  kept  the  best  meat  for  them- 
selves instead  of  only  taking  a  portion  of  the  meat  and  giving  the  largest 
part  to  the  worshiper  of  that  which  was  not  burned  during  the  sacrifice. 
If  they  did  not  receive  the  best  part  willingly  from  the  worshiper,  they 
took  it  by  force'-as  we  read  in  the  scripture.   xsxsraxkkKHxtHtdxHixtksxE 

But  then  the  author  tells  us  about  young  Samuel,  "But  Samuel  ministere  d 
before  the  Lord,  being  a  child,  girded:  with  a  linen  ephod.   Which  is  to 
say  that  he  wore  a  priestly  garment  and  acted  in  the  capacity  as  an  assist- 
■  ant  to  the  priest  Eli. 

auela  mother  Hannah  must  have  been  a  very  good  and  loving  mother, 
for  we  are  told  that  each  year  she  made  a  little  coat  for  him  and_hro*tg*it 
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the  coat'to  her  son  :gj&gfev ,amm   when  she  and  taroctaixfe  his  Father  frame   to 
;he  yearly   sacrifice./^""      StijL±#_ 

1'he  scripture  tells  us  that  Eli  the  priest  blessed  Hannah  and  Elkanah 
and  pronounced  the  "blessing  upon  Hannah  that  she  would  have  more  children 
because  of  the  loan  of  Bamueife  to  the  Lord.  And  she  did  indeed  have  three 
more  sons  and  two  daughters.  But  the  latter  part  of  the  '21st  verse  is 
the  most  significant  of  the  entire  scripture,  "And  the  child  Samuel,  grew 
before  the  Lord." 

In  ancient  Israel  the  word  ^Keeper"  had  several  meanings.   But  one 
of  the  more  common  meanings  was  that  as  a  guard  over  cattle  or  sheep. 
Abel  was  a  "Keeper"  of  sheep  as  we  read  in  the  4-th  chapter  of  Genesis. 
And  I'm  sure  we  all  know  the  story  of  how  Cain  killed  Abel  in  a  fit  of 
anger.   v/e  then  read  of  God  coming  to  Cain  and  inquiring  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  Abel.   Xhk  Cain  said,  "I  know  not:  an  I  my  brothers 
oper?" 

Thus  he  was  saying,  "Am  I  the  guard  or  the  shepherd  over  my  brother? 
I  to  be  expected  to  look  after  hirn  and  care  for  him?"   ,/hen  we  ponder 
this  we  realize  of  course  that  this  saying  has  been  carried  down  to  us 
until  today  it  is  asked  very  often  by  people  who  are  questioning  their 
rightful  relationship  to  people  who  are  strangers  to  them.  So  we  ask, 
"Am  I  my  brothers  keeper?" 

If  we  appl  hin  our  own  families  we  know  that  we  are  our 

brothers  keeper  and  our  sisters  keeper  as  well.   But  while  we  are  con- 
centrating our  thoughts  upon  families  we  come  today  to  look  at  one  of 
the  main  reasons  for  families  and  this  is  children.   Bons  and  daughters. 

have  looked  at  Mothers  and  fathers,  and  now  it  is  time  we  looked  at 
children  as  part  of  the  family. 

I  was  reading  recently  that  we  are  coming  back  to  the  old  ways  of 
thinking  concerning  the  raising  of  children.   I'he  author  of  the  article 
pointed  out  that  we  had  tried  a  generation  or  so  of  Br.  Spock  and  bis 
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theory  of  sparing  the  rod.    ost  of  you  will  recall  of  course  that  Dr. 

ock  wrote  a  book  putting  forth  his  belief  that  spanking  or  punishing  a 
child  was  all  wrong.   His  theory  was  that  a  child  should  be  spoken  to 
and  there  should  never  be  any  physical  punishment.   Well,  his  theory  has 
caused  some  very  unhealthy  situations  in  our  nation,  and  from  the  article 
I  read,  he  supposedly  has  withdrawn  his  theory  in  favor  of  certain  punish- 
ments for  children.   Unfortunately  many  people  have  not  seen  his  public 
retraction,  myself  included,  if  indeed  he  did  make  such  a  retraction. 
It  always  bothers  me  that  much  sensational  distorted  news  is  spread  over 
the  front  page  of  many  newspapers  throughout  the  nation.   But  when  a  re- 
traction is  needed  because  some  of  this  news  is  incorrect  or  false,  you 
need  a  magnifying  :;lass  to  pick  it  out  of  the  want-ads,  or  some  other  place 
where  i  se en, 

■stt  Kiotbfer  eminent  psychiatrist  has  said,  "Children  need  rules  and 
discipline  for  emotional  healthe  as  much  as  they  need  bread  and  bitter 
for  physical  health."  Another  man  has  said,  "A  child's  character  cannot 
be  shaped  by  sudden  accident." 

W  all  of  this  is  to  say  that  we  who  are  parents,  ber  ■     ave  re- 
sponsibility in  the  raising  of  children.   To  begin  with  we  do  not  own 
our  children.   They  are  tierely  loaned  to  us  by  God  to  raise  to  be  pro- 
ductive people.   We  never  own  them  any  more  than  we  own  anything  in  this 
life.  This  then  means  that  we  are  merely  "keepers"  of  children,   We  are 
in  charge  of  their  feeding,  clothing,  education,  development,  and  all  of 
the  other  things  necessary  to  raise  them  to  adulthood.   This  is  a  grave 
responsibility  and  many  times  inxMasyx  the  graveness  of  the  responsibility 
only  dawns  upon  many  parents  swSj?  after  the  children  have  arrived  upin  the 
scene,  and  in  some  cases  the  awareness  is  strikes  home  when  the  children 
are  fairly  well  grown.  Sadly  too,  the  awareness  of  parental  responsibility 
sometimes  never  manifests  itself  in  the  lives  of  some  parents  and  children 
are  left  to  almost  raise  themselves.   Needless  to  say  this  causes  them 
many  problems.   Many  tines  in  my  conversations  with  people  who  are  either 
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outsifie  the  church  or  who  are  occasional  church  attenders,  I  am  told  that 
when  the  children  reach  the  age  whereby  they  are  able  to  make  decisions, 
they  are  then  free  to  choose  their  own  religion  and  their  own  church. 
This  is  a  bad  situation  to  say  the  least. 

Tfii4p£?jin^j^f_j^et^^  ^ate  J.  Edgar 

Hoover  tHt  had  something  to  say  about  this  problem. 

(Illustration  of  J.  Sdgar  Hoover) 

,;e  as  parents  cannot  afford  to  let  our  children  choose  everything  they 

want  to  do.   If  we  fed  them  in  this  manner,  their  diet^would  consist  of 

ice  cream  and  cake.   Here  then  is  where  hhe  the  graveness  of  the  situation 

lies.   It  does  not  mean  we  are  to  be  complete  dictators,  but  it  does  mean 

that  we  are  to  be  shapers  and  molders  of  that  character  ikxfe  which  God 

has  entrusted  to  our  care. 

This  su  ervision  applies  not  only  in  the  religious  training  of  childre  n 

but  in  the  secular  aspects  of  life  as  well.   We  are  living  in  a  much  more 

permissive  society  than  the  one  in  which  many  of  us  were  raised.   Our 

children  today  are  faced  with  many  more  obstacles  and  temptations  than 

us 
many  of.  had  to  face.   This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  our  age  is  much  more 

enlightened,  ssxstKlixaxxtkKxiaistockSst  and  much  more  open,   j^ar^cfching 

ui4Ci^jii^5e<iD©sn^en*^Ehere  is  much  more  freedom  to  make  decisions  and 
choices  that  are  both  good  and  bad.   oo  with  all  of  this  permissiveness 
and  openness  many  parents  are  too  busy  with  their  own  lives  to  raise 
their  children  nroperly  and  the  raising  of  them  then  becomes  the  respons- 
ibility of  society.   And  with  this  responsibility  comes  many  problems 
as  well. 
(Illustration  of  disgruntled  school  teacher,  ;;-325  2400  illust.) 

Talk  with  Bmuqc  school  teachers,  or  anyone  connecting  with  our  schools 
and  many  of  them  will  reiterate  what  this  woman  has  said,   its  sad,  but  it 
is  true.   Jo  it  all  goes  back  to  the  home  and  what  the  children  are  re- 
ceiving there.   If  they  are  instructed  bow  to  act  and  how  to  behave  in 
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school  and  In  public,  then  for  the  most  part  they  will  not  disappoint  their 

parent  3 . 

T»ierd  are  so  man;,'  other  areas/ of  pawshPtal  (hp^op/isibi^d^^w^oi^Ld^ 
not  ^oJ-Si-hlj   ho^e  to'^oover  them  i2r  one  3W7I      vneV 

BliL  I liia ii. L  ir  one  final  point  that  needs  to  he  made,  and  this  is  directed 
Ocularly  to  all  children  and  young  people  individually.   This  does  not 
mean  that  you  parents  are  t'ojjpt  listen,  but  for  the  next  few  moments  I 
would  like  to  address  the  young  people  here  this  morning. 

rhaps  some  of  what  I  have  said  has  turned  you  off.   lerhaps  much  of 
what  I  have  said  you  do  not  particularly  a  ree  with.   But  the  biggest 
hassle  all  children,  young  people  and  parents  have  today,  is  in  the  area 
of  parental  authority.   Many  of  us  were  raised  in  a  home  where  we  were 

-ted  to  do  what  our  parents  said,  without  any  backtalk.   But  many  of 
us  who  are  parents  have  decided  that  we  would  like  our  children  to  have 
some  say  so  in  matters  of  discipline.   But  unfortunately,  too  many  yo 
people  have  taken  this  as  a  license  to  do  as  they  please  and  to  disobey, 
and  when  this  happens,  then  Mom  and  Dad  b      :o  crack  the  whip  and  the 
young  people  rebel.   I  believe  that  all  young  people  should  again  learn  to 
respect  the  wisdom  of  parents  which  comes  with  age,  and  to  learn  that 
there  are  definite  reasons  for  parental  decisions.   In  order  to  be  trusted 
by  parents  you,  the  young  people  must  tacxwsn:  prove  worthy  of  this  trust. 
This  means  that  if  you  are  expected  to  be  in  by  11:00,  that  you  are  in  by 
that  time.   If  you  are  expected  to  keep  your  room  tidy,  or  to  look  after 
a  few  chores  around  the  house,  that  you  take  care  of  thasse  things  without 
parental  na  ;gir  -   ind  if  your  parents  say  that  there  is  something  they 
do  not  want  you  to  do,  then  you  should  be  man  or  lady  enough  to  accept 
their  decision  without  causing  World  War  III. 

I  all  of  this  brings  us  to  the  point  where  we  realize  that  parent- 
are  "Keepers",  and  sometimes  I  am  sure  they  wonder  just  what  they  are 
"Keepers"of.   Are  they  apes?  Or  are  they  those  wonderful  gifts  from  God 


:  outh  come  know1- 

rider"..  ;  i  up   sound   wlsdom^£or  tile 

upright;  .ose  who  walk  v 

gusrdii  afche   of  justice* 

ST,    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  QF  CWI5T 

BUTLER,      PennSV|_VANI A 

Recognition  or  Seniors  May  26,  I  97^ 

Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link.,  Minister 
Mrs.  Velma  Collins,  Organist 
Mr,  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Gordon  Kennedy,  Mary  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  I  I  :QO  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:     "Sabgath  Reverie:11       Martin 
"When  God  Leads"        Clarke 
Si  lent  Praver 

*PrOCESS tONAL    HyMN    No .     1+^-6        "MOW     IN    THE    DAYS     OF    YOUTH" 

*AecRiPTiON  -  Choral  Amen 
*E#H0'RtatI  on 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord  Our  Gqp,  great,  eternal, 
wonderful  in  glory,  who  keepest  covenant  and  promise 

for  THOSE  THAT  LOVE  thee  WITH  THEIR  WHOLE  HEART „  WHO 

art  the  life  of  all,  the  help  of  those  that  flee  untd 
thee,  the  hope  of  those  who  cry  unto  thee,  cleanse  us 
from  our  sins,  and  from  every  thought  displeasing  to 
thv  goodness*   Cleanse  our  b^ulb  anp  bodies,  our  hearts 
amd  consciences,  that  with  a  pure  heart  anp  clear  minp, 
with  perfect  lnve  and  calm  hope,  we  may  venture  confidently 
and.  fearlessly  to  pray  unto  thee.   amen. " 

'Kyrte   (CnntR,  Congregation  and  Fabtor) 

"Assurance  of  Faroon  -  Choral  Amen 

"Praise 

"Pabtos:      '0  Lord:  open  pur  lips 

*FtfjPU€l      And   hur  mouth   shall  show   forth   thy   praise. 

•Doxologv       No.    551 
Scripture  Lesson:  I    Samuel  2s    12-26 

Hymn   No*      kkf  "Furer  yet   ANr   purer11 

"Affirmation   of   our    Faith         (Apostles'    Creep) 

*GLnR|A     FftTRI 

•Call  to  Prayer 

"Fastor:  The  Lorp  be  with  you. 

"Fe'ple:   An?  with  thv  spirit* 

"FastorJ   Let  us  Fray. 
•Praver  and  F haver  Response 
Offer  I hq 


OFFERTnRv:      "Intermezzo  in  E"        Peery 

Anthem !    "America  the  Beautiful"  Warp 

Sermon:         "THE  KEEPERS." 

Praver    and    Lord's    Prayer 
"Hymn   of   Dedication   Ma.    U^S      "J    would   be   true" 
"Benepiction  and   Three   Folp   Amen 

Organ  Fostlude*  "Allegro"  Sergisson 

_________    "C^NGflEGATlON     STANDING    - 

The  Lively  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  oy 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  Stewart  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Ella 
Stewart. 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Raymond  Covert,  Rodqie 
Vinroe,  Robert  Dellen,  Brian  Ffare,  Steve  Smith* 

Deacon  ano  Mrs.  Robert  Knauer  will  represent  Council* 

MurSERV     IVILL     OE     PROVIDED     TODAY     OY     L  I  NDA    McMlLLIN, 

Jane  and   Liz   Armstrong. 
MO    YOUTH   FELLOWSHIP   MEET  IMG    TONIGHT. 
OUR   CONGRATULATIONS   TO   ALL   THOSE   GRADUATING    FROM   HIGH 

SCHOOL,    AMD  COLLEGE.      Those  graduating   fr?m   High  School 

are:      Deheiy    CAMPnELL,    Wenov   Custeap,    Cindy   Ferree, 

Jameb  Heath,    Nanette  Marburger,    Terry  Mohr,    Susan 

Palmer,    Brenpa   Pawk,    Trina   Rensel,    Sherry   Renbel, 

Shirley   Riemer,    Glenpa  Weichey, 
From  Butler   Cn.    Community   College:      Chuck  Smith  -  son 

of  Mrs.    GtRALtiiNE  McCanpless,    Value  Jean  Nicholas, 

Pamela  Tait,    Ralph   Taylor* 
College:      Edward   Harmon,    Wasters    Degree,    Secondary 

Education,    School  of   Education,    Du^uesne  University. 

Kenneth  W.    Rooinspn,    from  California  State  College, 

Cali forni a,    rA. 
~~   Prom   Lancaster   Theological  Seminary   -  3ev,    Ralph  C, 

"^^LlNK. 

This  coming  Friday  9~9  ANr  Sat.  9~5  -  Women's  Fellow- 

~***^        SHIP  WILL  HOLD  A  GARAGE  SaLE  AT  THE  REAR  OF  303  WaLKER 

^  Ave.  Items  are  needed  anp  so  is  your  support.  Any 

MV   V      LARGE     ITEMS     WILL     HE     PlCKEP     UP     -     CALL    R*     KnaUER'S     OR 

\\  I  A  _  Don  Kennedy1  b. 
At    The  Apartment  at    I  10  Walker   Ave.    is   completed    and   ready 

\  TO     LeAEE     -     If-      VOU     KNOW     O^     ANV:N£    IFHQ      13      INTERESTED 


tA 


V   call  Art  Snyder  or  contact  the  Office.  Bon  Knauer 


) 


,  L    WOULr     LIKE     Tfl     THANK     EVERYONE    WHO    HELPED      IN    ANY     WAV. 

(A   Mas,    Mabv    You  no    16    Nnw   at   Sunnyview  HriME 

Recoonitidn  Dinner  -  Wed.   May   ?9th   at   6:30  F,M. 
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While  we  concentrate  thots  on  fans,  come  today  look 
-'      1  8ain  reason  for  Cains,  this  children. 

.  ,o«  time  children 

astration  mother  &  play  pen) 

Reading  rec<^"  I  ' 

Author  ai        int  out  we  tried  gen.  Dr.  - 
'  a  '  ■  ory  o ,L  spa -■:■  ■ 

will  recall  Spook  ,  advoc 

punishment  or  sp? 

,  unsihment. 

theory  caused  some  unhealthy  situations  in 
.a  withdrawn  theory 
Unfortunately,  many  peop  not  ~>ee  hi.         J  on 

.,  sensational  news  spred 
page  thruout  nation. 
If  wrong  v,  need  correction,  retraction  printed 
in  f&xk   want-ads  or  place  where 
Glass  where  seldom  seen. 
Another  eminent      1  , 

rule.  "or  emotion  helth,  as  much  need 

bread  ti  butter  for  physical  helth." 

tiler  say,  .  :r  cannot 

by  sudden  accident," 

(Illustration  dead  bird  in  , 
I  thot  of  creation    ,  entrusted  1 

lore 
,  homes  where  ahi  "  ;ed 

parents  do  not  own         ,   srely  loaned 
:■■•  sited     '.od  to  raise  orodnctive  pel  , 
'keepers",  to  ed,  feed,  clothe,  develo  ■ 

e  respons,  sometimes  ^raveness  only  come 
Lid.     ;ene 

. ''is  awareness  only  after  almost  grown 
■Jadly,  some  child  must  raise  selves, 
i  b   s  ay ,  thii 
Many  times  in  convers  peop  outside  church,  told 
when  child  reach  certain  ase  free  choose  Oh.  or  rel 

This  bad  situation  say  least 
(Illustration  J.  -r) 

..■  as  parents  cannot  afford  let  child  : 
If  we  fed  this  manner,  all  cake,  ice  0 
-e  then,        a  situatic 
This  not  mean  we  be  complete  die      ,  but  do 
mean  we  to  be  shapers,  molders  that  character 
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i  were  wor       isnj  they 
ord. 

;ld  Samuel,  grew  on,      »b  in  favor 
bd   with  the  ±,ord  and  also 

Cert  .  I  Sam.  12  &    vs. 

tell  2   diff  storys 
:  Verses) 

iah  1  of  2  wives  j,lkanah 

other  wife  able  bear  chili,  t„unt  iiannah 
for  a 

Lph,   mnah  pray  in  temp 
'se   God  if  son,  will  dedicate  to  Lord. 
3od  herd  prayer,  ^ave  ■ 
Sam  means,  "Kame  of  God,"  or,  "his  name  id  God.' 

boy  temp  Jhiloh  early  age,  he  left  with  Eli 
man,  sons  not. 
Took  best  meat  selves,  if  not  jiven,  took  by  force 

or  tell  young  .-,   ;  '     Samuel  ministered  before 
,-ird,  being  a  child  girded  with  a  linen  ephod." 
ays,  ho  wear  priestly  garment,  act  in  capacil 
assistant  to  priest  Eli. 

aother  must  been  sood  woman,  loving. 

aade  little  coat  each  yr,  took  him  when  she 
&  Dad  at  yrly  sacrif 

,    '  bless  Hannah,  iilkanah  because  loan 
■jam   to  Lord.       ad  3  more  3on,  2  dotter 

■,  Jhild  Jamuel  grew  on,  and  was  in 

favor  both  with  the  Lord  and  also  with  men 

In  ancient  Israel,  word  keeper  several  meaning 
Most  cori.    ,     ,'i  over  cattlem,  sheep, 
i  keeper  of  sheep,  read  t-th  c 
Jain  kill  Abel  in  fit  anger. 
God  ask  cain  whereabouts  Abel,  Cain  answer, 
"I  know  not:  am  I  my  brothers  keeper?" 

Thus  he  say,  "An  I  guard  or  shep  over  brother? 
Ara  I  expected  to  look  after  him  &  care  for 

we  realize  of  course,  this  sayin 
l>  -dod  down  to  us  today. 

Pv,_ip  ask,  when  question  relationship  to  other  peop, 
"Am  I  my  bros  keeper"" 


Shirley  &  Ralph  Charles  Link,  Nancy  Link,  Dale  with  Lianne  his  wife,  Lloyd  Link  with  Karen  his  wife 

Jessica  in  front  of  Ralph  C.  Link 

Ethan  and  Alicha  in  front  of  R.  Dale  and  Lianne  Link  (the  eldest  son  &  family) 


Ralph  C.  Link 
153  Keck  Road 
Sarver,  Pa.   16055 
(412)  352-1103 

Born  : 

Married 

Wife: 

April  9,  1929,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

December  15,  1951 
Shirley  Margaret  Neill 
Born:  December  8,  1930,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Children : 

Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 

SCHOOLING: 

Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  1947 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May 

of  United 
1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster 
September  1970 

,  Pa.  , 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  1974 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10, 

1974 

PASTORATES 

As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  1 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

ess  in 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church 
1967  to  1969 

of  Christ 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until 
entrance  July  1970 

Seminary 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa., 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

at  Trinity 
Penn  Central 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 

PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C,  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 


I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation. 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


